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McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
{To accompany 8. 1681] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S, 1681) for the relief of Sister Maria Seidl and Sister Anna Ambrus, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amend- 
ment and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike lines 11 and 12 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


the required numbers from the appropriate quota or quotas for the first year that 
such quota or quotas are available. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of perma- 
nent residence in the United States to Sister Maria Seidl and Sister 
Anna Ambrus. Provision is made for appropriate quota deductions 
and for the payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are Roman Catholic nuns attached to 
the Servite Order. Sister Anna Ambrus is a 48-year-old native of 
Hungary and citizen of Austria. Sister Maria Seidl is a 57-year-old 
native and citizen of Austria. They last entered the United States 
as visitors on November 9, 1950, destined to the Mater Dolorosa 
Seminary, Hillside, Ill. They intend to work at a small hospital 





2 SISTER MARIA SEIDL AND SISTER ANNA AMBRUS 


being organized in Sublimity, Oreg., to take care of aged and infirm 
people. 

A letter dated November 26, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

NoOvEMBER 26, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in reponse to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1681) for the relief of Sister Maria 
Seidl and Sister Anna Ambrus, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Sister Maria Seidl and Sister Anna Ambrus shall be 
considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fees 
and head taxes. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota- 
control officer, upon the granting of permanent residence to each such alien, to 
deduct one number from the appropriate quota for the first year that such quota 
is available. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the two aliens named in the bill are Roman Catholic nuns, members of 
the Servite Order. Sister Anna Ambrus, known as Sister Mary Agnes, was born 
in Gyeroyocsomocolvoc, Hungary, on October 7, 1903, and is a citizen of Austria 
by naturalization. Sister Maria Seidl, known as Sister Mary Bonfilia, was born 
in Sussendach, Austria, on September 8, 1894, and is a citizen of that country. 
The two nuns entered the United States at the port of New York, N. Y., on No- 
vember 8, 1950, when they were admitted under section 3 (2) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924 as temporary visitors for a period of 6 months, which temporary ad- 
missions were extended to August 6, 1951. At the time of their arrival, they were 
destined to the Mater Dolorosa Seminary, Hillside, Ill. They were employed at 
that seminary as kitchen workers, and were paid $50 a month, plus room and 
board. About July 1, 1951, they accepted positions at St. Vincent’s Hospital, 
Portland, Oreg., and were employed there as kitchen workers when interviewed by 
an officer of the Immigration and Naturalization Service on August 20, 1951. 
They stated they intended to work at a small hospital being organized in Sub- 
limity, Oreg., to take care of aged and infirm people. 

The files further reflect that persons interviewed, including officials of the Mater 
Dolorosa Seminary, and St. Vincent’s Hospital, have a high regard for these’ 
sisters and the work they are doing. 

The quotas of Hungary and Austria, to which the aliens are chargeable, are 
preempted for a period in excess of 1 year and immigration visas are not readily 
obtainable. In the absence of special legislation, they would be required to leave 
the United States and await their regular turns for the issuance of immigration 
visas. 

Whether under the circumstances in the cases of these two nuns, the require- 
ments of the immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative 
policy concerning which the Department of Justice prefers not to make any 
recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1681), as amended, should be enacted. 
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